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The opening a Door for our Manufattures into France, | the only, way to deftroy the French Manufatturing. 


“Strange! that any {hould oppofe fo known. a Truth. 


We all know they could never have raifed any Manufattures rill they got ours firft Loaded with Duties, 


and then Probibitéed. 
If thofe Duties are taken tp 


they can no ‘more go an, than without it, theycauld bepin.. 


_ Strange! What end Englifh-men can propo;e by be'lying their owa Country, and running down their own ' 


Manufattures. 


If to have our Poor work Cheaper, that isto ruin both the Poor and the Manufatture too. 
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HE - MERCATOR has laid down anorher 

; General, which. hesthinks Cavil it felf cannot 
oppofe, viz. That the opening a Door for 

our Manufaétures into France, is the only 

way to overthrow the French Manufaéturing, and the 


MERCATOR adds this to it. 

That the Ruin of the French Manufacturing is inevi- 
table, if our Woollen Goods once get a free Admiflion 
into France upon the Foor of the Tarriff of 16064. 


It can hardly be conceived that any can have the Face 


to deny this, and lefs, thae if it be granted they fhould © 


have the Face to oppofe fuch proper Meafures as are 
taken to aflift the Merchants tOggect their Manufatures 
into France | 


By getting them into France, is to be underftood get- 
ting off the high Duties in France, fo that they may come 
in there upon Saleable Terms; that they may ftand up- 
on fome reafonable Foot of Equality, or at leaft of Pro- 
portion with the French, that fo the Goodnefs of our 
Goods, and the inferieur Quality of the French, may 
be put upon the Proof, and may have the ufual and de- 
fired Effet, that the Confequences of both may work 
and may appear. 


Were this once done, we fhould foon fee what kind 
of Rivals the French would be to our Manufactures, and 
how well they would be able to maintain their, owa 
without us. 


If they had been able to do any thing confiderable in 
the Woollen-Trade, how came it to pafs they did it not 
before the laft War, when the Interruptions of Com- 
merce gave them the Advantage, or before 1667. when 
the high Duties began ? 


If they could not begin till the high Duties were laid 
on, how thall they go on when thofe high Duties are 
taken off? Again, if they can go on now, tho’ the high 
Duties fhould be taken off, how came it to pafs that they 
-ou'd make nothing of it before they were laid. on? 


> 


To magnify the French ManufaCtures and their Works, 
can never, how much foever it is the Fathion now, come * 
to any thing if this cannot be anfwer'd. 
The MERC ATOR has given fomething of its dye 
to this Treacherous Temper of running down our own , 
Manvfaftures, and crying up the French, But what fhall 
be faid to the Truth of the Faét? Ir is avillainous, bafe 
Thing for Englifh-men ta do, if it were true; and it is 
no wonder to find Naturaliz’d Foreigners are the Scrib- 


_ blers in the Cafe ; for no doubt but it was hard to find 


an Englifh Man that could be guilty of -fuch a piece cf 
unnatural Tyeafon in Trade: On the other Hand, what 
can be faid of this piece of Work, if it appears to be all 
falfe in Faét, if the French Manufactures have not that 
Intrinfick we fpeak of, and are but forry ill-perform’d 
Stuff, made of mixt unforted, or ill-forted Materials, that 
they haye nothing to fupport them burt the Accident of 
the War, viz. the high Duties and Prohibitiors on the 
Englifh Goods, and that as they could nor at firft go'on, 
till thofe high Duties were laidon; fo they cannot now 
continue, if thofe Duties were taken off. Sf this be the 
State of the Cafe, then thefe Men have aéted that past 
of all the poflible Treacheties in the World, which ought 
to render rhem the moft Odious and Contemprible ‘in 
the Eyes of their own Country-men, and of all that 
love or wifh the Profperity of thefe Narions. 


The MERCATOR would be glad to hear thefe 
Men tell us what they propofe by their faying and telling 
the World, that the French can make our Manufa¢tures 
as good as our People can make them, and can under- 
fell them 2? What End can they be fuppofed to anfwer 
by it, forall Men a& to fome End or other, or elfe they 
are a new fort of Creatures. which we have not heard 
the like of ? 

Now what End ¢an thefe Wretchées propofe to them- 
felyes, and to the Nation, by telling them, that the 
French can make thie ‘Woollen-Manufactares as ‘good as’ 
we can, and can underwork and underfel ‘us ? 
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What will thefe Men fay for ir? Is it to bring us to 
S contrive to make our Manufacture Cheaper than we 
Rio? If fo, let them anfwer it to the Poor, who think 

ewerley work cheap enough, and live hard enough already ; 
geatgiand who, as has been faid already, in a Proportion to 
meee heir Work, the Goodnefs and Quantity of what they 
erform,. do already work as Cheap, and make their 

nufaétures as Cheap as any People in the World, and 
indeed much cheaper ; to propofe to have the poor Peo- 
ple in fome parts of England work cheaper than they 
do in our Manuta&tures, would be to flarve them; Nay, 
in many Parts of England the Manufaétures are her 
by thofe whofe Bread does* pot depend upof their Lay 
bour, fuch as Women andChildren, who are kept by 
their Husbands or Parents, by other Means; and who~ 
work in the Manufaétures, Print, Spin, Card, &c. as 
an Extraordinary ; whereas if they were putht to live 
wholly on it, they would perifh for want of Bread: In 
many Parts of this Nation the Poor cannot gain above 
Three-half: pence, ‘Two-perice- and Three; pence a Day, 
no not by working very hard. © tg 


Would thefe Men have this Work wrought Cheaper ? 
What can they fay they would have the Poordo : And 
what do they think the Poor would do with them, if 
they knew them? Do not our Poor live hardfy enough, 







whar would they have ? Would they have them come _ 
to Wooden Shooes and Broth withoot Fleth ? What are«- 


thefe Men doing ?. And what would they have the Poor 
of this Nation brought to ? 


Or will thefe Men.alledge that old worn out Notion, 
thut:-Cheapnefs:caufing Confumprtion, it is our Intereft 
to make our Manufacture as Cheap as they can be made 
any where. that the Quantity may go off? This is ftill 
to ruine our Trade, unlefs they will undertake to make 
them at the fame time equally Good as they were 
before, and that cannot be: It is our Trading In- 
teeft to keep our Manufietures up in Goodnefs to their 
known Standard, that as they now do, they ever may 
exceed all the World ; if once we fink thejr Goodnefs, 
we difhonour our Manufuéture, and fink the Trade. 


As they do now exceed all the Manufactures in the 
World of the fame kind in their real Goodnefs, fo 
they are as Cheap in proportion to that Goodnefs as it 
is poflible to make A ae unlefs we ftarve our poor 
labouring People, and-much Cheaper, fer the Good- 
nefs againit che Price, rhan any other Manufactures 
of the fame forr in the World. 


Either then thefe Men would have the Poor work 
Cheaper, or the Manufa@ure, made worfe ; either of 
which is ruinous to Bricain : The firft would ruine our 
People, the next would ruine our Trade. 


It,is truc, that our People, generally fpeaking, live 
berrer, and earn more Money than the French, or than 
the labouring Poor of any other Nation. Burt.then it is 
true, that ~ 2 do more Work than the Poor of any 
Nation of the World do or can do. 


Now it is not faying, Ict the Poor live harder, let them 
fare as the Poor in ty or in Scotland, or in Ger- 
many Fire ; T fay, this is faying nothing to the purpofe, 
tor the Nature of the rhing will detect it. 


Why do our People fare better, &c.? Iris becaufe 
they do more Work ; And why do they do more Work 
than other Nations? !t is becaufe they fare better. 
Engliihmen and Britains are. made of the fame Compo- 
fition as other Nations; if they were ftarv’d, and lived 
hard, as.other Nations do, they would be able to do no 
more Work than other Nations do; and it the Poor of 
other Nations fed as they feed, they would Work as 
thefe Work : Jf an Englithinan was to ine on a piece 
of Bread and an Onion, ora piece of dried Fifth and a 
Chaw-of Tobacco, or a Snuff, and drink Wat.r, he 






would do no more Work than thofe People who Jive 
fo; nay, itis very probable, that if Englifhmen were 
fed fo, they would not do with that feeding fo much 
Work as the poor People who are obliged to feed fy 
do perform ; nay, they would languifh and ftarve with 
the keeping that others Work with; but, at leaf 
they would not Work better. As it:is true, that our 
Poor living well do earn more Wages, fo it is true 
that their living fo well is the Caufe that they phd 
kept in Heart, and their Strength fupported to do 
fo much Work. 


He, then,that would have our, People live harder, 
would make them do lefs Work and ruine them that 
way.” To lower their Wages, is to make them live 


worfe, and to make them live worfe, is to leffen their 
Labour. . ‘ 

Likewife to lower the Wages for our Poors Work, 
is the ready Way to deftroy our Manufacture. The 
Honour of the Englith Woollen ManufaQures is upheld 
by its real Goodnefs, in which it excels the whole 
World. Now-whoever he is that would-leffen the 
Goodnefs of ops Manufaéture, ruins our Trade, levels 
us with otir Neighbours, and makcs*them our true 
Rivals. in Tiade, nay, puts them upon even Terms 
with us. 


To lower the price of the Wages of the Poor, is of 
confequence.to Iefien the Value of their Goods, for this 
will be for ever true in Trade, that the lefs Wages you 
give, the worfe Work fhall be done: Ir is the goodnefs 
of our Wages which we give above other Nations. 


which makes the Work our People do excel that of 


other Nations ; and we no otherwife give better Wages ; 

7 : — in ——— to the Goodnefs of our 
oods, they are made Cheaper by Englithmen than b 

any Nation in the World. . . 


It then we muft Work cheaper we muft Work worfe, 
and what muft be the Confequence of this, but taking 
off that Superiority of the Englifh Manufature by which 
it exceeds the whole World, and levelling it with others 
or indeed laying it below them. ‘ 


Thus which way foever we go, we fee the Objection 
meets us ; they that would have our People live lower, 
or our Minufactures made worfe, are equally guilry of 
giving away our Trade to the French, and of Betraying 
our Country to the Enemies of our Commerce. What 
have thefe Men then to anfwer for to God and their 
Country, who are thus giving up the Poor and the 
Trade? We thill fee in our next whee they give them us 
for, which is as black a @afe as the other. 


It is worth enquiring alfo, what are their Pretences 
for fo grofsa piece a Delufion as this, of perfwading us 
not to ler our Mannfiétures go into France: They al- 
ledge Two things, andthe MERCATOR thinks they 
are equally abfurd, at Jeaft both ferve to fhew us how 
eafily our poor People are to be abufed and deluded ; and 
what harden’d Faces our Deluders have who are not 
afham’d to put fuch Abfurdities upon us, and prefs our 
poor People to believe them. 

. 

1. They alledge, thatifthe Trade was open, the French 
want none of our Goods, and would not take them ; 
and yet we find in every Days Entry at the Cuflom houfe, 
great Quantities fent to France, notwithflanding the 
high Duties ftill remain; which is but an ill Confirma- 
tion of what thefe Mcn alledge. 


2. They pretend, that in Return the French would 
Over-ballance us: The firft of thefe is filfe ro a Demon 
fration; the fecond in our Power to prevent, as has 
been proved in the lait MERCATORS fulticiently. 
Bur both thefe may be fpoken farther to in our 
next. 
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